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Policy Statement 

Geography raises and answers questions about the natural and human worlds. It develops 

knowledge of places and environments throughout the world, an understanding of maps 

and a range of investigative and problem solving skills to be applied both inside and outside 

the classroom. Geography provides a focus within the curriculum for understanding and 

resolving the issues concerning the environment and sustainable development. Geography 

allows pupils to encounter different societies and cultures leading them to realise how 

nations rely on each other. Geography can encourage pupils to think about their own place 

in the world, their values, and their rights and responsibilities to other people and the 

environment.  

 

Aims  

The aims of Geography at Busill Jones Primary are:  

 To inspire pupils about the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of 

their lives.  

 To provide pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and 

human environments.  

 To develop a growing knowledge about the world to deepen their understanding of the 

interaction between physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of 

landscapes and environments.  

 To obtain Geographical knowledge, understanding and skills. 



  To enable children to learn and explain how the Earth’s features at different scales are 

shaped, interconnected and change over time. 

 

 

Curriculum 

Early Years  

Within the Early Years Foundation Stage, Geography is included as part of Knowledge and 

Understanding of the World The children learn to investigate similarities and differences, 

the local environment and cultures and beliefs, fostering the skills essential to developing 

historical understanding.  

This is set out in the Early Year’s Curriculum as children needing to:  

 observe, find out about, and identify features in the place they live and the natural world;  

 Begin to know about their own cultures and beliefs and those of other people;  

 Find out about their environment, and talk about those features they like and dislike. 

 

Key Stage 1  

Geography is taught in Key Stage One Geography will be taught as part of the ‘Cornerstones’ 

creative curriculum as a topic based approach to learning. The cornerstones Curriculum is a 

creative and thematic approach to learning. This is so that the different learning styles of 

children are catered to, as well as ensuring the content and skills taught in History are broad 

and balanced, in line with the National Curriculum (2014) and show clear progression 

throughout the years. 

In Key Stage 1, pupils investigate their local area and a contrasting area in the United 

Kingdom or abroad, finding out about the environment in both areas and the people who 



live there. They also begin to learn about the wider world. They carry out geographical 

enquiry inside and outside the classroom. In doing this, they ask geographical questions 

about people, places and environments, and use geographical skills and resources, such as 

maps and photographs.  

 

Key Stage 2  

During Key Stage 2, Geography will be taught as part of the ‘Cornerstones’ creative curriculum 

as a topic based approach to learning. The cornerstones Curriculum is a creative and 

thematic approach to learning. This is so that the different learning styles of children are 

catered to, as well as ensuring the content and skills taught in Geography are broad and 

balanced, in line with the National Curriculum (2014) and show clear progression 

throughout the years. 

In Key Stage 2, pupils investigate a variety of people, places and environments in the United 

Kingdom and abroad, and start to make links between different places in the world. They 

find out how people affect the environment and how they are affected by it. Pupils carry out 

geographical enquiry inside and outside the classroom. In doing this, they ask geographical 

questions, and use geographical skills and resources, such as maps, atlases, aerial 

photographs and ICT. Children will develop geographical enquiry skills, including asking 

geographical questions, collecting and recording information and identifying different views. 

They will acquire the appropriate practical skills associated with Geography, including using 

suitable vocabulary, fieldwork techniques and maps, plans and atlases. Pupils will use 

secondary sources of information with accuracy, including aerial photographs, satellite 

images, etc. As well as making its own distinctive contribution to the school curriculum, 

Geography contributes to the wider aims of primary education. Teachers will ensure that 

links between subjects are maximized. 

 

Mixed Classes 



 We use the National Currriculum and Cornerstones Curriculum as the basis for our medium-

term plans. This gives details of each unit of work for each term. As we have mixed classes, 

we provide suitable learning opportunities for all children to ensure they receive full 

coverage of the subject.  Our Curriculum is delivered on a 2 year cycle.   

 

 

Assessment  

Cornerstones provide a rigorous essential skills framework that outlines the end of year 
expectations in all subjects. These essential skills are tied to activities and are age related so 
that staff can track children’s progress and identify their individual learning needs. 

 

Assessment in  Geography will be undertaken as part of a broader evaluation of pupil progress 

measured against National Curriculum assessment criteria.  

A framework has been put into place to help teachers identify those pupils who may be 

working at a higher geographical level than their peers. 

The Geography Coordinator will ensure that assessment: 

 

 Is embedded as an essential part of teaching and learning. 

 Involves sharing learning objectives and success criteria with pupils. 

 Aims to help pupils to know and recognise the standards they are aiming for. 

 Involves pupils in peer and self-assessment.  

 Provides subject specific feedback which leads pupils to recognising their next 

steps and how to take them. 

 Involves both teacher and pupils reviewing and reflecting on assessment data. 

 
At the end of each year, parents will be presented with a written report, of which 

Geography is one of the subjects.  

 

Differentiation 

 



We recognise the fact that in all Geography classes there are children of a variety of abilities, 

and we seek to provide suitable learning opportunities for all pupils by matching the challenge 

of the task to the ability of the child. We ensure that every child has access to the Geography 

Curriculum regardless of their ability. 

Monitoring and evaluation 
 

 

The Geography Coordinator will meet with the Senior Leadership Team regularly, to review 

and evaluate the Geography work within the school.  

 

Samples of children’s work from all ability groups (Upper/Middle/Lower/SEN) will be 

monitored for appropriateness of activity, differentiation, range of activities and quality of 

work. Judgements based on any monitoring will be relayed to staff for their feedback. 

 

This policy will also be reviewed annually to ensure that it complies with the latest legislation, 

guidance and best practice.  

 
 

 

 


